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October 1, 2015 


Dear Judge Breyer, 

My name is Denise Jackson the mother of Brandon Jamelle Jackson. My son 
Brandon is a humble, loving, caring, respectful individual loved by all of our family and 
friends. Brandon grew up with me and his brother in the Western Addition, St. Francis 
Square co-op. At the tender age of 10 years old, Brandon’s father Keith Jackson and I 
went thru a divorce. Brandon and his brother lived with me in the Western Addition, 
while Keith moved to the east bay with his new girlfriend. During this time, the kids 
went through a really difficult time. Both of my sons, Brandon and his brother, were 
very hurt and missed their father. He was no longer there for them to turn to for advice. 
Keith would do things like promise to come to their birthday parties and then at the last 
minute call and say he wasn’t going to show up. He missed every birthday party after 
the divorce, always saying it was due to his role in politics. I remember when Brandon 
and his brother graduated from pre-k or elementary school, Keith did not stay for their 
graduations. He would say it was because of politics. Although Brandon wouldn’t show 
it, I knew it was so hard on him. He would keep it inside, while his brother would show 
his pain and anger. Brandon was a responsible child, even at a very young age. He 
would make sure that his brother was up early enough to get ready for school, he would 
prepare breakfast and pack their lunches at the same time recheck homework 
assignments. Not only would he look after his brother he would call his grandmother to 
see if she was ready for work so they could walk together. Brandon always put family 
first even when he was older. 

The summer after our divorce, I took my boys on a trip to Las Vegas to celebrate their 
graduations - Brandon from elementary school and his brother from pre-k to 
kindergarten. We had a fun trip on the Colorado river. Keith did take the boys for a 
week that summer to his mother’s house in Texas for the boys great grandmother’s 75 th 
birthday, which the boys enjoyed. But after that, the boys were mostly with me full time. 
Occasionally the boys would go to their father’s home for a weekend and sometimes for 
a few weeks at a time. He would come get them and take them for a few days and then 
bring them back to me. As the children got older the visits over to Keith’s house 
lessened. Upon entering high school, Brandon had become a responsible young man 
learning to cook and he took on a part time job. During his sophomore year, he worked 
at Mollie Stones Market as a courtesy clerk. During his junior year, he worked at St 
Francisco Square co-op as a gardener, and then in his senior year, he worked at the 
YMCA Safe Haven Program for at risk young adults ages 10-18. He always cared 
about helping other kids. He has always had a caring heart. Upon finishing high school 
Brandon started working part time at the West Bay Community Center where Keith was 
a Contractor for Marcus Garvey/Martin Luther King Coop, until completion. In the fall 
2010-2013 Brandon was rehired to work for the YMCA (Administrative Assistant) and 
mentor of the basketball team. 

In 2013, Brandon left his job with the YMCA because he was promised a position by his 
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father Keith. Brandon always admired and looked up to his father. He wanted to be 
like him, a prominent successful business man. His father was well known and 
connected to politicians and businesspeople. Even though Brandon had good jobs, I 
feel that Brandon wanted his father’s acceptance. Although I think Brandon was a 
success on his own, I think he thought he had to be better for his dad. I truly believe 
now looking back that if Brandon had not been introduced to this scheme by his father 
he would never have committed these crimes. He has a good heart and is a good 
person. I believe he was led astray because of how much he loved Keith and wanted to 
be like him. During the time he was working for his dad he was living at home with me. 
He would drive me to work in the mornings. I could see a change in him. He suddenly 
seemed worried and stressed all the time and he was spending a lot more time with his 
dad. Now I realize that he was doing things with Keith that weren’t right and it was 
taking a toll on him because he knew it wasn’t right. It was my gut feeling, mother’s 
intuition that things were not ok. 

My heart aches to see my child whom I know would never conduct himself in a negative 
manner in this situation. Brandon is known for being responsible, kind, loving, humble, 
and respectful. He is loved by all of us. I have spent many hours with him since this all 
happened and I feel that he has learned so much from this experience. I do not think 
he will ever find himself in a situation like this again. 

Thank you for considering my thoughts. 


Kind regards, 
Denise Jackson 
415-225-7641 



